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Introduction  
 

Good jobs for millions of Americans.  

 

Investments in priorities that create sustainable economic growth for the future.  

 

Those were the promises  made to uneasy Americans when Congress approved the $787 

billion American Recovery and Reinvestment Act , or economic stimulus bill, in February.    

 

Nine months later, with over $ 200 billion of stimulus funding already spent, 1 the rolls of 

the unemployed have grown by millions and, by any measure, more jobs  have been lost 

than created.    

 

Since the stimulus bill was enacted in February, nearly three  million Americans have lost 

their jobs 2 and the percentage of people who ar e without work has risen to 10  percent. 3  

Many who had been looking to the government for help have already lost hope.    

 

As this and the last report, 100 Stimulus Projects: A Second Opinion ,4 suggest, billions of 

dollars of stimulus funding have been wasted, mismanaged, or directed towards silly and 

shortsighted projects .  Many projects  may not produce the types of jobs that most 

Americans had hoped for or expected.  

 

Some of the close to seven billion  dollars  in  projects in Stimulus Checkup  create few jobs; 

benefit private interests  over the public good; or  make improvements where they are not 

necessary.  Some send money to companies facing fraud charges.  Others  take millions of 

dollars to do work local officials and exper ts admit are not needed or will not  help.    

 

Stimulus money has been , or will be, spent on dinner cruises , golf courses, puppet shows  

and stimulus road signs .  Many Americans will question whether  investing $787 billion in 

these projects are the highest national priorities.   

 

Spending $25,000 for a puppet show may not seem like a big deal in Washington, for most 

Americans it  is a lot  of money.  Washington, D.C. politicians blithely spend billions of 

dollars a we ek, but every dollar wasted is also a dollar borrowed ñand a dollar to be paid 

back with interest in the future . 

 

 

 

 

                                                           
1 Recovery.gov website, òOverview of Funding,ó http://www.recovery.gov/Pages/home.aspx , accessed December 4, 2009; As of 

November 27, 2009, $217.6 billion of the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act  has been paid out. This includes 92.8 

billion in òtax benefits,ó $60.8 billion in òcontracts and grants,ó and $84 billion in òentitlements.ó 
2 Bureau of Labor Statistics, Household Data, Seasonally Adjusted, òA-3.  Employment status of the civilian noninstitutional 

population by sex and age, seasonally adjusted,ó ftp://ftp.bls.gov/pub/suppl/empsit.cpseea3.txt , accessed December 4, 2009.  
3 Bureau of Labor Statistics, News Release, òTHE EMPLOYMENT SITUATION ð NOVEMBER 2009,ó December 4, 2009, 

http://www.bls.gov/news.release/pdf/empsit.pdf .  
4 Report can be found on the Website of Senator Tom Coburn, 

http://coburn.senate.gov/public/index.cfm?FuseAction=Files.View&FileStore_id=59af3ebd -7bf9-4933-8279-8091b533464f.  

http://www.recovery.gov/Pages/home.aspx
ftp://ftp.bls.gov/pub/suppl/empsit.cpseea3.txt
http://www.bls.gov/news.release/pdf/empsit.pdf
http://coburn.senate.gov/public/index.cfm?FuseAction=Files.View&FileStore_id=59af3ebd-7bf9-4933-8279-8091b533464f
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Why Does It Matter?  

 

Over the past ten years, the national debt more than doubled as Congress went on a 

spending spreeñand yet we still find ourselves in the midst of an economic downturn .   

 

Americans who have lost their job, health insurance, or home, are facing mounting per sonal 

debts, but are also faced with the question of who will pay off the staggering national debt 

that has grown by more than $1 .4 trillion over the past year.   

 

The federal government must join American families  in prioritizing its spending by making 

tough decisions.  When we downplay wasting money on a $6 million project, it is easy to do 

it again ten more times.  Once $60 million is out the door, it is easy to spend another $60 

million and before you know it, billions of dollars we do not have are spen t on things we do 

not need.  Sadly, this type of spending is excused in Congress because òitõs always been 

done that way.ó   

 

The American people have always rejected arguments based on òitõs always been done that 

way,ó and will continue to do so.  Congress needs to make hard choices and eliminate things 

that are a low  priority ñeven if doing so is unpopular ñso we can preserve this country for 

future generations.  

 

In the previous report , one hundred questionable projects were identified that did not 

appear to hold out promise for helping the economy grow.   The Administration was quick to 

review these projects and  to its credit  addressed a number of them.   In the months that 

followed, many more questionable stimulus projects costing millions and even billion s of 

dollars were identified.   This follow -up, Stimulus Checkup , takes a closer look  at 100 more 

projects that raise questions about  how stimulus money has been used so far .   

 

 

Sincerely,  

 

Tom Coburn, M.D.  

U.S. Senator  

 

John McCain  

U.S. Senator  
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1.  òAlmost Emptyó Mall Awarded  Energy 

Grant ($5 million)  
 

If you build it, they will come.  Or, at least that is what Tom Beehan, mayor of Oak Ridge, 

Tennessee is hoping.  He has supported a local experiment to turn a struggling shopping 

mall into an economic engine by converting it into one of the ògreenestó malls in the area.5  

Only, the problem is that the mall has few shoppers and fewer stores. 

 

The Department of Energy has announced an award for up to $5 million 6 to install a 

geothermal energy sys tem capable of heating an òalmost emptyó mall in Oak Ridge, 

Tennessee.7  The owners of Oak Ridge City Center are hoping the expected reductions in 

energy usage, and subsequent heating bills, will lure potential new tenants. 8  Just last fall, 

Oak Ridge city  councilwoman  Ellen Smith, who despite supporting the project, noted that a 

new geothermal HVAC system is ònot much use at a shopping center unless the center has 

some commercial tenants.ó 9    

 

The Oak Ridge mall has been losing tenants 

for years, leading some to call it the 

òincredible shrinking mall.ó10  Previous efforts 

to revitalize the mall were unsuccessful after 

developers had to return federal funds to the 

Economic Development Administration (EDA) 

for failing to make any visible progress on a  

development plan for the mall. 11  

 

As far back as 1997, the local newspaper, The 

Oak Ridger , reported that , òIt is no secret that 

the mall has been and is in trouble.ó12  In 

recent years, local residents in Oak Ridge 

have seen the mall property sit quietly as investors failed to improve it.  Richard Esposito, 

publisher of the Oak Ridger, noted the shabby state of the mall: òWe need additional 

parking spaces at the Mall li ke a circus needs more clowns.ó13 

                                                           
5 òOR City Center wins $5M DOE grant,ó The Oak Ridger , November 3, 2009, 

http://www.oakridger.com/news/x558076435/OR -City -Center -wins -5M-DOE-grant .  
6 Website of Department of Energy, Press Release,ó Department of Energy Awards $338 Million to Accelerate Domestic 

Geothermal Energy ,ó October 29, 2009, http://www.energy.gov/news2009/8233.htm ; full list of projects awarded funds can be 

found here: http://www.energy.gov/news2009/documents2009/338M_Geothermal_Project_Descriptions.pdf , accessed December 

5, 2009. 
7 Fowler, Bob, òOak Ridge mall project gets $5 million stimulus grant,ó Knoxville News Sentinel , November 4, 2009, 

http://www.knoxnews.com/news/2009/nov/04/or -mall -project -gets-grant/ . 
8 Fowler, Bob, òOak Ridge mall project gets $5 million stimulus grant,ó Knoxville News Sentinel , November  4, 2009, 

http://www.knoxnews.com/news/2009/nov/04/or -mall -project -gets-grant/ . 
9 Ellen Smith for Oak ridge, òGreen Energy for the Oak Ridge City Center (mall),ó accessed November 4, 2009, 

http://ellensmith.org/blog/2008/09/01/green -energy-for -the-oak-ridge -city -center -mall/ . 
10 Fowler, Bob, òOak Ridge mall's value, profits fad ing,ó Knoxville News Sentinel , January 23, 2008, 

http://www.knoxnews.com/news/2008/jan/23/or -malls -value -profits -fading/ . 
11 Fowler, Bob, òMain Street idea axed, grant ret urned,ó Knoxville News Sentinel , March 29, 2007.  
12 Editorial, òOur Views: Mall opening welcome news, hopeful sign,ó Oak Ridger , November 6, 1997.  
13 Esposito, Richard B., òWhite elephants and clowns,ó The Oak Ridger , July 18, 2006.  

http://www.oakridger.com/news/x558076435/OR-City-Center-wins-5M-DOE-grant
http://www.energy.gov/news2009/8233.htm
http://www.energy.gov/news2009/documents2009/338M_Geothermal_Project_Descriptions.pdf
http://www.knoxnews.com/news/2009/nov/04/or-mall-project-gets-grant/
http://www.knoxnews.com/news/2009/nov/04/or-mall-project-gets-grant/
http://ellensmith.org/blog/2008/09/01/green-energy-for-the-oak-ridge-city-center-mall/
http://www.knoxnews.com/news/2008/jan/23/or-malls-value-profits-fading/
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2. Renovations for Federal Building as 

Expensive as New Building ($133 million)  
 

Taxpayers in Oregon may be surprised to learn that the largest stimulus project in their 

state is not a new road or bridge, but a $133 million makeover for the federal building in 

downtown Portland. 14  The money will go toward ògreeningó the Edith Green/Wendell 

Wyatt Federal Building in the hope of making it a model for energy efficient government 

offices in the Northwest. 15  That said, f or $133 mi llion some may wonder why they did not 

simply tear it down and start over.  

 

It  is not yet clear how all of the money will be 

spentñthose decisions will largely be made by a 

contractor to be hired by the General Services 

Administration. 16  For now, agency officials 

expect to construct a  type of  vegetative skin ñ

made of plants ñon the exterior of the building, to 

help with heating and cooling costs. 17  Vegetative 

facades on buildings, however, are a little studied 

field  according to some exper ts.18   

 

In  2007, a new federal building was constructed 

in downtown San Francisco with similar state -of-

the-art energy efficiency features for $144 

million ñnearly the same cost to merely renovate 

the Portland Federal Building. 19  Both buildings 

are eighteen  stories tall, built with energy 

efficient technologies , and house federal agency 

offices.  The major difference is that the San 

Francisco building is much larger, with an 

additional 100,000 usable square feet in 

comparison with its counterpart in Portland .20   

 

                                                           
14 Website of the General Services Administration, Memo of the GSA Public Buildings Service, òFederal Buildings Fund: 

American Recovery & Reinvestment Act Spending Plan ($ in Thousands),ó March 31, 2009 (rev.), 

http://www.gsa.gov/graphics/pbs/American_Recovery_and_Reinvestment_Act_2009.pdf , accessed December 5, 2009. 
15 Esteve, Harry, òPortland federal building due for big green makeover,ó Oregonian , August 24, 2009, 

http://www.oregonlive.com/politics/index.ssf/2009/08/portland_federal_building_due.html . 
16 FedBizOpps.gov website, Solicitation Number: GS -10P-09-LT -C-0052, accessed December 5, 2009, 

https://www.fbo.gov/index?s=opportunity&mode=form&tab=core&id=9b33af19b714461cc45c1a874ff75868&_cview=1 . 
17 Esteve, Harry, òPortland federal building due for big green makeover,ó Oregonian , August 24, 2009, 

http://www.oregonlive.com/politics/index.ssf/2009/08/por tland_federal_building_due.html . 
18 Ip, Kenneth, Marta Lam and Andrew Miller, òShading performance of a vertical deciduous climbing plant canopy,ó Building 

and Environment  (Journal), May 22, 2009, abstract found at http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.buildenv.2009.05.003 .  
19 Website of the General Services Administration, News Release, òNew San Francisco Federal Building Leads the Way,ó #S-6-

07, http://www.gsa.gov/graphics/ogp/S -6-07NewSanFranciscoFedBldgGSA.doc , accessed December 5, 2009. 
20 San Francisco Federal Building ð 605,000 gross square feet, Rocky Mountain Institute, òHigh Performance Building: 

Perspective and Practice: San Francisco Federal Building,ó http://bet.rmi.org/files/case -

studies/gsa/US_General_Services_Administration.pdf ; Portland Federal Building ð 500,000 square feet, FedBizOpps.gov 

website, https://www.fbo.gov/index?s=opportunity&mode=form&tab=core&id=9b33 af19b714461cc45c1a874ff75868&_cview=1 .  

http://www.gsa.gov/graphics/pbs/American_Recovery_and_Reinvestment_Act_2009.pdf
http://www.oregonlive.com/politics/index.ssf/2009/08/portland_federal_building_due.html
https://www.fbo.gov/index?s=opportunity&mode=form&tab=core&id=9b33af19b714461cc45c1a874ff75868&_cview=1
http://www.oregonlive.com/politics/index.ssf/2009/08/portland_federal_building_due.html
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.buildenv.2009.05.003
http://www.gsa.gov/graphics/ogp/S-6-07NewSanFranciscoFedBldgGSA.doc
http://bet.rmi.org/files/case-studies/gsa/US_General_Services_Administration.pdf
http://bet.rmi.org/files/case-studies/gsa/US_General_Services_Administration.pdf
https://www.fbo.gov/index?s=opportunity&mode=form&tab=core&id=9b33af19b714461cc45c1a874ff75868&_cview=1
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3. DTV Advertising Agency Generates Three 

Jobs ($5.9 million)  
 

An advertising agency that ultimately reported little job creation received a multi -million 

dollar contract to help the government overcome a poorly managed transition to digital 

television , only to report three jobs created .   

 

With little more than a month to go before the nation switched over from analog to digital 

television (DTV), the Federal Communications Commission (FCC) awarded a nearly $6 

million stimulus contract to the New York ad vertising firm Young & Rubicam to manage 

outreach for òhard to reachó populations unready for DTV.21  Leaving little time to help 

prepare, the multi -million dollar media relations contract was awarded on May 5, 2009, 

preceding the DTV switch on June 12, 2009, by only 39 days. 22   

 

For some time, Americans had been told by both government and television n etworks that 

the DTV switch would occur on February 18, 2009, only to see it pushed back to June , just 

one week before the deadline. 23  Concerns were raised that up to 20 million people were not 

quite ready for the transition, while large telecommunications  firms such as Comcast Corp. 

and Time Warner Cable saw a delay as 

an opportunity to generate new òpay-TVó 

subscribers. 24   

 

At least one previous attempt to 

advertise the DTV transition went badly 

when in October 2008, then -FCC 

Chairman, Kevin Martin, spent  

$350,000 to sponsor NASCAR driver 

David Gilliland, only to see the car crash 

into a wall with just 15 laps to go. 25  

Young and Rubicam surely hoped for a 

better outcome.  As an economic 

stimulus, some may have their doubts.  

The advertising agency reported  

creating only three jobs. 26 

 

                                                           
21 Recovery.gov, Contracts ð Award Summary, òYoung & Rubicam Inc.,ó Award Number CON09000005, 

http://w ww.recovery.gov/Transparency/Pages/RecipientProjectSummary.aspx?AwardIDSUR=30424&PopId=16603 .  
22 Official Website of the Digital Television Transition, òFrequently Asked Questions,ó 

http://www.dtv.gov/consumercorner.html#faq5 , accessed December 6, 2009. 
23 Public Law 111 -4, the DTV Delay Act, was signed into law on February 11, 2009, http://frwebgate.access.gpo.gov/cgi -

bin/getdoc.cgi?dbname=111_cong_public_laws&docid=f:publ004.111.pdf .  
24 Dixon, Kim, òCongress approves digital TV delay,ó Reuters, February 5, 2009, 

http://www.reuters.com/article/industryNews/idUSTRE5136YP20090205 .  
25 Schatz, Amy, òFCCõs Race Car to Promote Digital DV Hits the Wall,ó Wall Street Journal Blog òWashington Wire,ó October 

20, 2008, http://blogs.wsj.com/washwire/2008/10/20/fccs -race-car-to-promote -digital -tv -hits -the-wall/ .   
26 Recovery.gov, Contracts ð Award Summary, òYoung & Rubicam Inc.,ó Award Number CON09000005, 

http://www.recovery.gov/Transparency/Pages/RecipientProjectSummary.aspx?AwardIDSUR=30424&PopId=16603 , accessed 

December 6, 2009. 

http://www.recovery.gov/Transparency/Pages/RecipientProjectSummary.aspx?AwardIDSUR=30424&PopId=16603
http://www.dtv.gov/consumercorner.html#faq5
http://frwebgate.access.gpo.gov/cgi-bin/getdoc.cgi?dbname=111_cong_public_laws&docid=f:publ004.111.pdf
http://frwebgate.access.gpo.gov/cgi-bin/getdoc.cgi?dbname=111_cong_public_laws&docid=f:publ004.111.pdf
http://www.reuters.com/article/industryNews/idUSTRE5136YP20090205
http://blogs.wsj.com/washwire/2008/10/20/fccs-race-car-to-promote-digital-tv-hits-the-wall/
http://www.recovery.gov/Transparency/Pages/RecipientProjectSummary.aspx?AwardIDSUR=30424&PopId=16603
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4. Research to Develo p Supersonic Corporate 

Jets ($4.7  Million)  
 

Lockheed Martin will receive  a total of  more than  $21 million  in federal money ñwith $4.7 

million  funded through the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act ñfrom the N ational 

Aeronautics and Space Administration  (NASA)  to advance research for supersonic jet 

travel. 27   High ticket costs, fuel -guzzling and the infamous sonic òboomó helped doom 

commercial supersonic travel in the past; the last Concorde jet flew in 2003.  

 

The benefits of NASAõs current research, experts say, will likely go first to business 

executives, who can afford one of the handful of personal supersonic jets that companies 

hope to roll out in several years, with a price tags in the tens of millions o f dollars. 28  

Lockheed itself is assisting a private bid to develop a supersonic corporate jet. 29  òSpend a 

cold morning in Aspen [Colorado ].  Make your 

afternoon meeting in Paris. And be back in 

Chicago for dinner,ó says an online ad for the 

QSST aircraft ,30 which is expected to be able 

to fly at speeds approaching 1,200 miles an 

hour, presumably carrying whomever has $80 

million to buy one. 31   

 

The benefit  to most Americans of Lockheedõs 

research is far off, if it even exists: while an 

impressive feat, commercial supersonic travel 

is expected to remain prohibitively expensive 

for decades. òThe economics of commercialé 

supersonic jet transport are just cruel ly grim,ó one expert recently told a reporter.32   

 

One of NASAõs lead scientists on the project rejects that, however. òWe have brilliant people 

. . . that have come up with solutions that are going to make it economically viable . We're 

going to fly supers onically over the U.S.,ó said Louis Povinelli, a senior NASA scientist.  

òEventually.ó33 

                                                           
27 Fedbizopps.gov, òRecovery Act N+2 Supersonic Validations: Advanced Concept Studies for Supersonic Commercial 

Transport Aircraft Entering Service in the 2018 -2020 Period,ó Award Notice, Dec. 2, 2009, 

https://www.fbo.gov/index?s=opportunity&mode=form&id=fcb5241d8166be3049d9502bb69ec77a&tab=core&_cview=1 , 

accessed Dec. 3, 2009. 
28 Mangels, John, òClevelandõs NASA Glenn Research Center aids in the comeback of supersonic flight,ó The Cleveland  Plain 

Dealer, Nov. 30, 2009, http://www.cleveland.com/science/index.ssf/2009/11/clevelands_nasa_glenn_research.html . 
29 Website of Supersonic Aerospace International, òQSST ð Frequently Asked Questions,ó http://www.saiqsst.com/faq.html , 

accessed Dec. 3, 2009. 
30 Website of Supersonic Aerospace International, òIf Dreams Could Fly ð 2:00 Video,ó http://www.saiqsst.com/video2.html , 

accessed Dec.3, 2009. 
31 Website of Supersonic Aerospace Internatio nal, òQSST ð Frequently Asked Questions,ó http://www.saiqsst.com/faq.html , 

accessed Dec. 3, 2009. 
32 Mangels, John, òClevelandõs NASA Glenn Research Center aids in the comeback of supersonic flight,ó The Cleveland  Plain 

Dealer, Nov. 30, 2009, http://www.cleveland.com/science/index.ssf/2009/11/clevelands_nasa_glenn_research.html . 
33 Mangels, John, òClevelandõs NASA Glenn Research Center aids in the comeback of supersonic flight,ó The Cleveland  Plain 

Dealer, Nov. 30, 2009, http://www.cleveland.com/science/index.ssf/200 9/11/clevelands_nasa_glenn_research.html . 

https://www.fbo.gov/index?s=opportunity&mode=form&id=fcb5241d8166be3049d9502bb69ec77a&tab=core&_cview=1
http://www.cleveland.com/science/index.ssf/2009/11/clevelands_nasa_glenn_research.html
http://www.saiqsst.com/faq.html
http://www.saiqsst.com/video2.html
http://www.saiqsst.com/faq.html
http://www.cleveland.com/science/index.ssf/2009/11/clevelands_nasa_glenn_research.html
http://www.cleveland.com/science/index.ssf/2009/11/clevelands_nasa_glenn_research.html
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5. Water Pipeline to a Money -Losing Golf 

Course ($2.2 million)  
 

A $2.2 million stimulus grant will help pay for new pipes to pump recycled water to the 

Sharp Park Golf Course in San Francisco, California. 34  Unfortunately, the golf course may 

not exist for much longer.  The City Council is considering closing  the public course over 

concerns for the California  red-legged frog and the  San Francisco garter  snake that live in  

the area. 35   

 

Both endangered animals are struggling for survival, with 

the golf course sitting squarely in the middle of their h abitat.  

Environmental advocates  are hoping to dismantle the golf 

course and turn it into park land, while a determined band 

of golfers are hoping to have the golf course deemed a n 

òhistoric landmark.ó36 

 

While the golf course was designed by Alister Mackenzie, 

best known for designing Augusta National,  37  Sharp Park 

has not followed in  Augustaõs successful footsteps.  The 

number of round s played has decreased nearly 48 percent 

since 2002 and the course now operates at half of its 

capacity. 38  If the golf course ultimately is closed down, the 

usefulness of the new pipeline would be significantly reduced.  

 

The San Francisco Board of Supervisors  recently received a recommendation from its parks 

director to keep the golf course open,39 but then delayed a vote on the matter after public 

outcry. 40  Adding to the uncertainty of Sharp Parkõs future is its status as a money-loser for 

th e city; the golf course  lost $42,784 in fiscal year  2008-2009.41  Despite these concerns, the 

Department of the Interior awarded the North Coast County Water District a $2.2 million 

grant for the creation of a recycled water pumping station, which will prim arily serve the 

Sharp Park Golf Course. 42   

                                                           
34 Website of the Department of the Interior, Department of the Interior Recovery Investments, òBureau of Reclamation ð 

Title XVI Projects,ó http://recovery.doi.gov/press/bureaus/bureau -of-reclamation/title -xvi -projects/ , accessed December 4, 2009.  
35 King, John, òFight continues over fate of Sharp Park Course,ó San Francisco Chronicle , August 31, 2009, 

http://www.sfgate.com/cgi -bin/article.cgi?f=/c/a/2009/08/31/MNRH19F83Q.DTL .  
36 King, John, òFight continues over fate of Sharp Park Course,ó San Francisco Chronicle , August 31, 2009, 

http://www.sfgate.com/cgi -bin/article.cgi?f=/c/a/2009/08/31/MNRH19F83Q.DTL . 
37 Website of Sharp Park Golf Course, òHome,ó http://www.sharpparkgc.com/ , accessed November 30, 2009. 
38 Website of the Neighbor Parks Council, òSan Francisco Recreational Opportunities Study ð Summary Report,ó 

http://www.sfn pc.org/files/draftyoungerreport815.pdf , accessed December 7, 2009. There were 67,463 rounds played in FY 

2002-2003 and 35,000 rounds in FY 2005 -2006. Total capacity is 70,000 rounds.  
39 Website of City of San Francisco, Letter from Philip Ginsburg, General  Manager, San Francisco Recreation and Park 

Director to Mayor Gavin Newsom and David Chiu, President, Board of Supervisors, November 6, 2009, 

http://www.sfg ov.org/site/uploadedfiles/recpark/sharp%20park%20cover%20letter%202.pdf , accessed December 5, 2009. 
40 Freedman, Wayne, òStill no decision on fate of Sharp Park,ó ABC7.com (San Francisco), November 19, 2009, 

http://abclocal.go.com/kgo/story?section=news/sports/pro/golf&id=7128800 .  
41 City and Council of San Francisco , òSharp Park Budget Report,ó April 24, 2009, 

http://www.thesweetmelissa.com/files/sharp -park -budget-report.pdf , accessed December 5, 2009. 
42 Website of San Francisco Public Utilities Commission, òProposed Sharp Park Recycled Water Project,ó Spring 2008, 

http://sfwater.org/Files/FactSheets/SharpPrkv9_bg.pdf , accessed December 5, 2009.  

 

http://recovery.doi.gov/press/bureaus/bureau-of-reclamation/title-xvi-projects/
http://www.sfgate.com/cgi-bin/article.cgi?f=/c/a/2009/08/31/MNRH19F83Q.DTL
http://www.sfgate.com/cgi-bin/article.cgi?f=/c/a/2009/08/31/MNRH19F83Q.DTL
http://www.sharpparkgc.com/
http://www.sfnpc.org/files/draftyoungerreport815.pdf
http://www.sfgov.org/site/uploadedfiles/recpark/sharp%20park%20cover%20letter%202.pdf
http://abclocal.go.com/kgo/story?section=news/sports/pro/golf&id=7128800
http://www.thesweetmelissa.com/files/sharp-park-budget-report.pdf
http://sfwater.org/Files/FactSheets/SharpPrkv9_bg.pdf
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6. Police Boat Ge ts High -Tech Upgrade Even 

As Force May be Downsized ($190,000)  
 

The tranquil hamlet of Bainbridge Island, Washington , received $190,000 to upgrade a 

patrol boat for which it has little need ñwhile  it considers downsizing its police force .   

 

Several years ago, CNN named Bainbridge Island, outside Seattle, as its number two best 

place to live in America, noting the island's vacation -like feel, low population (just over 

20,000) and low crime rate. 43  After years of decreasing crime,  the city  turned to the police 

force as a source of budget cut s in 2009 , trimming it to a force of  20.44  At the same time it 

was considering cutting police, the B ainbridge Police Department was awarded  a $190,000 

stimulus grant from the Federal Emergency Management Agency  to upgrade its boat .45   

Funds will be used for technology upgrades advanced enough to allow the boat to òtest 

vapor or surfaces for microscopic traces of explosive material.ó46 

 

This i s not the first time the Bainbridge Island police force  has received a federal grant 

from the Department of Homeland Security for advanced technology.  In 2007, a $646,000 

grant helped Bainbridge Island  purchase a Safe Boat, normally reserved for  the Coast 

Guard, to patrol the island .47  Bainbridge 

Island officials were at first puzzled , citing 

little need for such an advanced boat at  the 

small locality, though it ultimately accepted 

the funds. 48  òThere is not another patrol boat 

like this anywhere in the re gion,ó police Chief  

Mark Duncan said at the time. 49  Noting the 

unusual nature of the situation , former 

Bainbridge police chief, Matt Haney, whose 

force was too small to effectively maintain and 

operate the boat, òWe got a nice boat through 

a grant.   But we  don't have the personnel to run it.ó50  A 2005 federal grant also provided 

Bainbridge Island with $637,000 for video surveillance and fencing. 51   

                                                           
43 òBest Places to Live 2005: Bainbridge Island, WA,ó CNNmoney.com, 

http://money.cnn.com/magazines/moneymag/bplive/2005/snapshots/46186.html . 
44 Baurick, Tristan, òBainbridge Police Department May Lose Officer in Budget Cuts,ó Kitsap  Sun , October 16, 2009, 

http://m.kitsapsun.com/news/2008/oct/16/bainbridge -police-bracing -to-lose-officer -in/ . 
45 Recovery.gov, òGrants ð Awards Summary: Cit y of Bainbridge Island,ó 

http://www.recovery.gov/transparency/pages/RecipientProjectSummary508.aspx?AwardIdSur=8488&AwardType=Grants  

accessed December 6, 2009; U.S. Department of Homeland Security, Grant Programs Directorate Information Bulletin, No. 

332, September 23, 2009, http://www.fema.gov/txt/government/ grant/bulletins/info332.txt .  
46 Website of the City of Bainbridge Island  (Wash), òBIPD Marine Unit, 2009 ARRA Port Security Application, Background 

Information,ó http://www.ci.bainbridge -isl.wa.us/documents/fin/fpc_meeting_10_20_09/marine_unit_grant.pdf .  
47 City of Bainbridge Island  (Wash.), òPreliminary Monthly Financial Update, through April 30, 2009,ó http://ci.bainbridge -

isl.wa.us/documents/fin/fin_2009_monthly_reports/monthly_report_with_memo.pdf , accessed December 6, 2009.  
48 òCitizens back grant for new police boat,ó Bainbridge Island R eview, October 29, 2005, 

http://www.pnwlocalnews.com/kitsap/bir/news/19691019.html .  
49 Pritchett, Rachel, òNew Island Police Boat to Make a Fair Debut,ó Kitsap Sun , May 5, 2007, 

http://www.kitsapsun.com/news/2007/may/05/new -island -police-boat-to-make-a-fair -debut/#ixzz0UFbi5ve4 .  
50 Bermant, Charlie, òFirst responders meet Murray to request federal support,ó Central Kitsap Reporter , January 19, 2008, 

http://www.pnwlocalnews.com/kitsap/ckr/news/17104886.html .  

http://money.cnn.com/magazines/moneymag/bplive/2005/snapshots/46186.html
http://m.kitsapsun.com/news/2008/oct/16/bainbridge-police-bracing-to-lose-officer-in/
http://www.recovery.gov/transparency/pages/RecipientProjectSummary508.aspx?AwardIdSur=8488&AwardType=Grants
http://www.fema.gov/txt/government/grant/bulletins/info332.txt
http://www.ci.bainbridge-isl.wa.us/documents/fin/fpc_meeting_10_20_09/marine_unit_grant.pdf
http://ci.bainbridge-isl.wa.us/documents/fin/fin_2009_monthly_reports/monthly_report_with_memo.pdf
http://ci.bainbridge-isl.wa.us/documents/fin/fin_2009_monthly_reports/monthly_report_with_memo.pdf
http://www.pnwlocalnews.com/kitsap/bir/news/19691019.html
http://www.kitsapsun.com/news/2007/may/05/new-island-police-boat-to-make-a-fair-debut/#ixzz0UFbi5ve4
http://www.pnwlocalnews.com/kitsap/ckr/news/17104886.html
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7. Program to Control Home Appliances 

From a Remote Location ($787,250)  
 

The next time residents of  Marthaõs Vineyard feel their house is too cold, they may be out of 

luck.  Fifty  homes on Marthaõs Vineyard in Massachusetts will participate in a test 

program to allow an outside party to control their energy use, òBig Brother ó style.  

 

Using a grant for m ore than $787,000 in òsmart gridó funding awarded by the Department 

of Energy, 52 the initiative will allow participating households to purchase discounted 

appliances from General Electric  (GE) that are capable of communicating with ð and being 

controlled by  ð an off -site computer system. 53  By hooking up to the off -site computers, 

electricity managers would be able to turn citizensõ appliances on or off during different 

parts of the day, depending on community energy usage.   

 

Dave McGlinchey, executive 

director of the Vineyard Energy 

Project, is excited about the 

program, saying, òOne of the ways 

weõre going to really get at energy 

use is to have smart appliances, to 

get in and program behavior in the 

home.ó54  Part of the program will 

test the reaction of homeowners to 

having their appliances controlled 

by others.  

 

McGlinchey adds, òOur joint effort 

with General Electric is buil t 

around their range of prototype smart appliances ñ fridges, water heaters, washing 

machines and so on ñ which come with a communications capacity to be controlled or 

adjusted remotely from a central control point. ó55   

 

Asked how GE came to be involved in  the project, he said that the idea originated with GE 

through an employee that lives on Marthaõs Vineyard.56  

                                                                                                                                                                                           
51 Office of Senator Patty Murray, Press R elease, òMore than $7.2 million for Access Control, Video Monitoring, Canine 

Training Facilities, & Bainbridge Island Police,ó September 15, 2005, http://murray.senate.gov/news.cfm?id=245800 ; 

http://www.fedspending.org/faads/faads.php?reptype=r&database=faads&record_id=8345620&detail=3&datype=T&sortby=i  
52 Department of En ergy, American Recovery and Reinvestment Act page, Office of Electricity Delivery & Energy Reliability, 

Awards for the òSmart Grid Investment Grant Program,ó 

http://www .energy.gov/recovery/smartgrid_maps/SGIGSelections_Category.pdf , accessed December 5, 2009.  
53 Myrick, Steve, òVineyard Energy Project get $700k stimulus grant,ó The Marthaõs Vineyard Times, October 29, 2009, 

http://www.mvtimes.com/marthas -vineyard/news/2009/10/29/vineyard -energy-project.php .  
54 Myrick, Steve, òVineyard Energy Project get $700k stimulus grant,ó The Marthaõs Vineyard Times, October 29, 2009, 

http://www.mvtimes.com/marthas -vineyard/news/2009/10/29/vineyard -energy-project.php .  
55 Seccombe, Mike, òEnergy Project Wins Big $800,000 Grant,ó Vineyard Gazett e, October 30, 2009, 

http://www.mvgazette.com/article.php?23412 .  
56 Seccombe, Mike, òEnergy Project Wins Big $800,000 Grant,ó Vineyard Gazette , October 30, 2009, 

http://www.mvgazette.com/article.php?23412 . 
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8. 18-Mile Tourist Rail Extended ($2 million)  
 

In Nevada, $2 million in stimulus money will help build a replica railroad as a tourist 

attraction. 57  The project, which is part of a $55  million 58 effort to reconstruct the Virginia & 

Truckee Railway, is designed to take train enthusiasts and other visitors on a circuitous 18 -

mile path between Virginia City and Carson City, Nevada. 59   

 

The railway has a  colorful past. It is  

considered by historians as  òthe 

crookedest railroad in the world,ó60 a 

reference to its Nineteenth Century 

ownerõs shady political and business 

practices rather than to its physical 

features.  Living up to its historical roots, 

the track currently extends from Gold 

Hill to just outside Mound House, a rural 

community that is home to a few legal 

brothels. 61  Stimulus fund s are paying for 

an extension, which is about 45 percent 

complete.62   

 

Carson City has been trying to revive the 

historic tracks of the V&T Railroad that were used during the Silver Rush. 63  Some believe 

the train will generate an influx of tourists that wi ll bring revenue to the city and local 

business.64  The projectõs progress has been limited because of  a lack of funding since the 

1990õs, due mostly from a lack of interest at the local level.65  In recent years, voters 

rejected a sales tax hike to help fun d the tourist attraction, 66 though local officials have not 

been quick to reject federal stimulus funding.   

 

 

 

                                                           
57 Website of the Nevada Department of Transportation, òAmerican Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009 project list,ó Aug. 

15, 2009, http://www.nevadadot.com/projects/Stimulus/pdfs/1511_Projects_10_15_2009.pdf , accessed November 2, 2009. 
58 Website of the Virginia and Truckee Railway, òThe Project,ó http://www.steamtrain.org/userfiles/Herritage.asp , accessed 

December 5, 2009. 
59 Website of the Virginia and Truckee Railway, òRoute map,ó http://www.steamtrain.org/route_map.asp .   
60 Website of Virginia City, Nevada , òMore History of the Crookedest Short Line in America  

by Roger Colton,ó http://www.vcnevada.com/history/Vnthist_RC.htm , accessed November 3, 2009. 
61 Staff Report, òV&T bridge in Mound House slated to be done by March,ó Nevada Appeal, January 24, 2009. 

http://www.nevadaappeal.com/article/20090124/NEWS/901249979&parentprofile=search ; Goldman, Adam, òBrothels may 

bear budget burden,ó Las Vegas Review-Journal , February 17, 2003, http://www.reviewjournal.com/lvrj_home/2003/Feb -17-

Mon-2003/news/20683551.html . 
62 Staff of Senator Tom Coburn interview with Nevada Department of Transportation officials, November 2, 2009.  
63 Website of the Virginia and Truckee Railway, òHistory,ó http://www.vtrailway.com/history.php , accessed December 5, 2009. 
64 Website of the Virginia and Truckee Railway, òBenefits,ó http://www.vtrailway.com/benefits.php , accessed December 5, 

2009. 
65 Website of t he Virginia and Truckee Railway, òAbout us,ó http://www.steamtrain.org/about_us.asp , accessed, December 5, 

2009.  
66 Frank, Dave, òV&T, public safety ballot questions rejected by voters,ó Nevada Appeal , November 4, 2008, 

http://www.nevadaappeal.com/article/20081104/NEWS/811049920&parentprofile=search .  
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